
 
 

 

Forced Marriage Workshop Outcomes 

Melbourne Vic, 6 June 2017 

 

Overview 

On 6 June 2017, the Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department hosted a Forced 

Marriage Workshop in Melbourne, Vic in partnership with the Australian Federal Police, 

Anti-Slavery Australia and Australian Red Cross.  

The workshop sought to raise awareness of forced marriage, including key indicators and 

referral pathways, among frontline service providers from both government and civil society 

organisations.  

Legislative framework 

Workshop presenters outlined the forced marriage offences under the Commonwealth 

Criminal Code Act 1995, which criminalise causing a person to enter into a forced marriage, 

and being party to a forced marriage. There was discussion of how these provisions would 

apply to cases where the offence, or part of the offence, occurs overseas.  

Presenters also highlighted that remedies were available under the Commonwealth Marriage 

Act 1961, which provides that a marriage is null and void where the consent of either party to 

the marriage is not valid.  



There was also discussion of preventative and protection measures available for children 

under the Commonwealth Family Law Act 1975, including orders that can be made by the 

Federal Circuit Court, for example to prevent a child from being taken overseas or requiring 

the surrender of travel documents such as passports.  

Referrals 

Participants discussed referral processes in Victoria. Where there is immediate risk of harm, 

participants were advised to call Triple Zero (000).Where there is an imminent risk of being 

taken overseas to be forcibly married and it is not possible to obtain a court order in the time 

available, participants were advised to call Triple Zero (000) or their local police, who have a 

range of ‘stop-gap’ powers, including placing a person on an airport alert system. Participants 

suggested that Federal, state and territory police forces would benefit from additional training 

and awareness-raising about forced marriage to assist them to respond more effectively. 

AFP has a dedicated Human Trafficking Team in Victoria which is available to respond to 

referrals of suspected cases of forced marriage. Participants can refer a case to the AFP by 

either calling 131 AFP (131 237) or completing the online form at 

https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form.  

In cases where there is no immediate risk of harm, referrals can be made through 

Anti-Slavery Australia’s My Blue Sky website (www.mybluesky.org.au), Australia’s national 

information portal, referral mechanism and legal and migration advice service dedicated to 

preventing and addressing forced marriage. Anti-Slavery Australia reported they were 

compiling a national support services directory on the My Blue Sky website. 

Tips 

ASA highlighted that the first contact a person or organisation has with an at-risk person 

might be the only contact they have. The contact should be open and respectful with the aim 

of empowering the at-risk person and offering transparent support.  

If possible, a safety plan should be completed. A safety plan template and ‘how to’ guide is 

included in the Forced Marriage Community Pack and has been translated in six community 

languages. To obtain a copy, visit: www.ag.gov.au/forcedmarriage. 

Challenges 

Workshop participants discussed a range of challenges in effectively responding to forced 

marriage cases in Australia. Key challenges included: 

 The generally low level of awareness of the issue and the support services available 

for victims, and the need for more outreach and education. 

 The need for an appropriately culturally sensitive and long-term prevention-focused 

approach to the issue, as it requires changing community and cultural norms. 

https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form
http://www.mybluesky.org.au/
http://www.ag.gov.au/forcedmarriage


 The need for effective and flexible mechanisms to support prevention, as a criminal 

justice outcome is often not desired by victims, who are unlikely to want to pursue a 

prosecution against a family member. 

 The limitations (and benefits) associated with placing someone on the Airport Watch 

List. 

 The different protection responses and remedies available for children and adults.  

 The need to better tailor support services to meet the unique needs of victims of 

forced marriage, noting that they are often under 18, from very sheltered 

backgrounds, and require long term support. 

 Ensuring that victims who do not wish to pursue a criminal justice outcome can still 

access support services.  

 The need for better coordination of agencies’ efforts and clarity around their roles at a 

state level on this issue, and to ensure there are clear systems and processes in place 

for state responders. 

Going forward 

Participants discussed the need to change community attitudes on forced marriage through 

greater community education efforts, particularly in schools. Participants agreed that 

community education needs to have a broader reach, for example to men, community and 

religious leaders, and to parents and grandparents.  

The Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights suggested that it is more effective 

to contextualise forced marriage education in broader discussions on healthy relationships, 

and what it means to be an adult. Participants also discussed the value of skills development 

for women, to build negotiation, self-identity and self-expression skills to equip women to 

challenge their families and communities on forced marriage. 

Participants highlighted the need for targeted awareness-raising and further training for 

vulnerable communities and ‘first responders’ (e.g. teachers, police officers, Legal Aid staff 

etc.) to appropriately deal with people making a disclosure.  

Participants identified that navigating the language, laws and policies of government can be 

confusing and there would be benefit in government providing additional clarity on different 

reporting and referral pathways. 

Participants noted the possible benefits of enhanced legal mechanisms such as civil protection 

orders, in particular to ensure protection for those over 18 (noting that current legal options 

available for those under 18 are greater).   

 
 


